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Language and Brain
Quote: 
“I provide this brief and simplified overview of lateralization in relation to the two hemispheres of the brain and how they dominate each other in performing mental functions including linguistic abilities in humans."
Discussion: 
I have used the quote above as the thesis for the article and based my conceptual framework on it. David Crystal gives the readers an extensive insight into the anatomical infrastructure of the brain. He provides another dimension on the study of the brain by trying to divert away from the traditional focus on the cerebrum (surface of the brain) especially the grey matter. In this regard, he wants his readers to understand how the hemispheres control the movement of opposite body parts.
Furthermore, he strives to demystify the notion that one hemisphere is superior to the other based on in carrying out neural activities. He mentions that the ability of one hemisphere to perform some functions actively and others passively arises from the phenomenon known as lateralization. He reiterates that the interest on cerebral dominance has induced his urge to research how it affects language and handedness. Crystal strives to make his readers understand that as much as the left hemisphere dominates linguistic abilities among a large proportion of right-handed people the opposite is exact for the right hemisphere. Therefore, he does not overlook the fact that the phenomenon is not necessarily symmetrical since they have been instances among left-handed people who exhibit mixed dominance. Such examples have made research on the same very hectic accompanied by the difference in anatomy between the two hemispheres (length and orientation). Besides, he mentions that it is unclear how anatomical asymmetries contribute to functional specializations. 
 Also, he endeavors to enlighten his readers on oversimplified contrasts that depict the left hemisphere as the intellectual and analytical part while the right hemisphere as the emotional and creative part. Some of the functions overlap and such an implication would be inaccurate. Also, he drives the attention of the readers to the integrative abilities of the hemispheres including face recognition consequently bringing them to a new theory of localization. Therefore, he supposes that his readers are on the same page as him by not attributing one hemisphere to a particular behavioral ability. He articulates that damage to certain parts of the body has led to the loss of specific linguistic abilities such as the ability to perceive speech and ability of speech. In this regard, he actively mentions that such phenomena can only point to the fact that numerous parts of the brain are involved in language processing. 
 	Also, he makes the article more interesting by saying that empirical evidence shows that patients diagnosed with similar lesions have exhibited different linguistic difficulties while some have shown similarities over widely different regions. Consequently, new neuroimaging techniques are being used to hypothesize the theory of localization using counter-examples. Notably, he uses an example of a British neurologist, John Hughlings Jackson that articulated that “location of the damage” and the “damage that destroys speech” is not in any way the same things to explain that semantic processing is not the sole function of the cortex. Crystal enlightens his readers that such disparities arise from the vast subcortical connection and the linkage between the hemispheres.
Furthermore, he delineates the various neuropsychological models of language by highlighting the steps involved in language comprehension. Therefore, he states that neural representation plays an integral part in the process. Humans need to have the intention to communicate and the ability to conceptualize the message. To communicate effectively, he insists that the language need some grammatical structure that gives a phonological representation that can be encoded by the brain. Crystal also illustrates the importance of neurolinguistic programmes in the production of speech. Therefore, it is worth noting that the brain sends speech commands to various parts of the brain that scan the message simultaneously. He insists that a slip of the tongue result from involuntary stimulations that produce intended language structures such as syllables, morphemes, and sounds. Another point to keep in mind is that mental forces that necessitate psychoanalytic interpretations induce a slip of the tongue.  In this regard, he is critical that they should not be perceived as random yet as vocal constraints that give an extensive insight on the various neuropsychological processes that underlie speech.
Critical Question:
	What is the functional relationship between the two hemispheres of the brain and is one hemisphere dominant over the other? What role does lateralization play in the in influencing linguistic abilities in relation to handedness? I think that to understand the relationship between the two hemispheres fully; the readers need to have a depth knowledge on the sub-cortical connection. Besides, linguistic abilities and difficulties result from the stimulation of numerous regions of the brain and not as a result of opposite extremes. In this regard, language processing occurs in not only the Sylvian and Rolandic fissures but also the neural pathways to produce speech, read aloud, and comprehends speech. 
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